
 
 
 

Call for Symposia Papers 

 
SEXUAL GENDER BASED VIOLENCE AND HARMFUL PRACTICES 

AND SEXUAL REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH RIGHTS 
 

“THE FIEND AMONG US’ 

 INTERROGATING PREVENTION AND RESPONSES TO SGBV/HP AND SRHRs” 

 

Background  
In September 2017, the EU and the UN launched an ambitious joint partnership to eliminate all forms of 
violence against women and girls worldwide. The Spotlight Initiative (SI) aims at mobilising commitment of 
political leaders and contributing to achieving Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The Initiative aims 
at ending all forms of violence against women and girls, targeting those that are most prevalent and 
contribute to gender inequality across the world. Zimbabwe is one of the eight countries in Africa to benefit 
from this transformative initiative.  
 
The overall vision of the Spotlight Initiative in Zimbabwe is that women and girls realize their full potential 
in a violence-free, gender-responsive and inclusive Zimbabwe. The Spotlight Initiative will directly 
contribute to Zimbabwe’s achievement of three of the country’s prioritized Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs): Goal 5 on Gender Equality, Goal 3 on good health and well-being and Goal 16 on inclusive and 
peaceful societies. The programme will contribute to the elimination of SGBV and HPs through the creation 
of a broad partnership with Civil Society, Government, Private Sector, Media, among others; and, build a 
social movement of women, men, girls and boys as champions and agents of change at the national, 
subnational and community levels. A specific focus will be on reaching and including in the programme 
women and girls who are often isolated and most vulnerable to SGBV and HPs due to intersecting forms of 
discrimination. The programme will also seek to address the SRHR needs of all women and girls using a life-
cycle approach. 
 
As in other Spotlight countries, Violence against Women and Girls in various forms has long been a major 
concern in Zimbabwe. Every day, women and girls all over the country experience physical, emotional and 
sexual violence, often by people they know. Data collected through the Zimbabwe Demographic and Health 
Survey (ZDHS) and other prevalence studies show that Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) among those 15-49 
years is the most prevalent form of violence experienced. Thirty-five percent of girls and women 15-49 
years have experienced physical violence since age 15; 14% have experienced sexual violence at least once 
in their lifetime.1 The experience of violence among adolescent girls also is high. The 2010 National Baseline 
Study on the Life Experiences of Adolescents shows that 43% of girls 13-17 years reported that their first 
incident of sexual intercourse was unwanted. Unplanned and unwanted pregnancies sometimes result 
from these encounters.  
 

                                                           
1 ZDHS 2015 



There is significant commitment from different stakeholders to prevent and respond to SGBV and HP.  

These include actors in government, the judiciary, prosecution authorities, independent constitutional 

commissions, CSOs and in academia among others. While coordination efforts exist, there is a need to 

create a platform for stakeholders working in institutions mandated with implementing different aspects 

of the SGBV/HP prevention and response, to meet with stakeholders in academia who conduct research 

and rigorous academic analyses on SGBV and HP to facilitate cross fertilization of ideas, information and 

best practices in terms of what works as well as new knowledge on SGBV/HP.   

 

Call for papers 
Africa University in Zimbabwe, supported by UNICEF Zimbabwe, invites key actors in the SGBV/HP and 
SRHRs response to the SGBV-HP Symposia hosted by Africa University in collaboration with UNICEF. To be 
held over 5 weeks from April to May 2021, the symposia has five critical thematic areas to explore. The 
Series, themed ‘THE FIEND AMONG US’: INTERROGATING PREVENTION AND RESPONSES TO SGBV/HP AND 
SRHRs will follow a webinar format and provides a platform for serious interrogation of the structural 
determinants of SGBV/HP and the perceptions these structures engender. Each symposium will comprise 
of four 20-minute individual presentations, followed by a 30-minute plenary session, and rounds off with a 
10-minute question and answer session. The key take-aways from each symposium will be reformulated 
into publishable material in the form of policy briefs and, or peer-reviewed academic journals.  
 
 
 

Overall purpose 
The aim of the symposia is to provide a platform for key actors in the SGBV/HP response to engage with 

academia and select practitioners to share knowledge and evidence on SGBV/HP research, analyses and 

best practices, as well as well as to reflect on how they can discharge their roles, responsibilities in a way 

that prevents and responds to SGBV/HP and promotes the right to SRHR for women and girls. 

 
Symposia objectives 
The symposia offer a multiplicity of SGBV/HP and SRHRs stakeholders an opportunity to engage with the 

trending factors that increase the susceptibility of women and girls to violence/harmful practices, and 

community perceptions to SRHRs.  Specifically, the symposia seek to: 

• Conceptualise and provide situational analyses of SGBV/HP and sexual reproductive health. 
• Analyse the determinants of SGBV/HP and community perceptions of sexual and reproductive 

health rights. 
• Assess progress towards the fulfilment of institutional frameworks for coordinating the eradication 

of SGBV/HP and promoting SRHRs. 
• Interrogate the digitization of SGBV/HP and the challenges and opportunities digitization presents. 

 

Roundtable 
Time has been allocated for a lively interaction among a select group of participants drawn from academia, 
government, CSOs and survivors of SGBV/HP through a round table session to discuss the translation of 



policy, legal and institutional frameworks into practice. It is hoped that this initiative will produce innovative 
and feasible approaches to SGBV/HP and SRHRs primarily in Africa but even beyond, with measurable 
outputs, which may be integrated into government and private initiatives. 
 

Symposia Themes 
The papers will be presented based on the themes below: 

 
 
Symposium 1: Conceptualisation and situational analyses of SGBV/HP and sexual reproductive 
health 
 

Objectives and scope (100 words)  

The objectives of this Symposium are to deliberate on…. 
 
The objectives of this Symposium are to deliberate on the knowledge, attitudes and practices regarding 
the various conceptualizations of SGBV/HP and SRH. Further, the symposium explores and analyses the 
key socio-demographic characteristics that are associated with SGBV/HP and SRH in Zimbabwe. 
 

•  Symposium 1 will address issues relating to the following: (50-70 words) 

• The scope and specific types of SGBV/HP and SRH  

• Statistical disaggregated data  

• Factors that influence such SGBV/HP  

• Typology of SGBV Victims 

• Socio-demographic characteristics of victims and perpetrators of SGBV/HP 

•  
 

Thematic areas Date and time Webinar Links 

Symposium 1: Conceptualization and 
situational analyses of SGBV/HP and 
sexual reproductive health 

7 May 2021,  1000am (Zim 
time)  

 

Symposium 2: Perceptions and 
determinants of SGBV and SRHRs. 

14 May 2021,  1000am (Zim 
time) 

 

Symposium 3: SGBV/HP and SRHR 
online 

21 May 2021,  1000am (Zim 
time) 

 

Symposium 4: The legal and policy 
framework on SGBV/HP and SRHR: 
Challenges and opportunities 

28 May 2021,  1000am (Zim 
time) 

 

Symposium 5: Implementation and 
Institutional framework for the 
eradication of SGBV/HP and promotion 
of SRHRs. 

4 June 2021,  1000am (Zim 
time)  

 

Inter-sectoral Round Robin 11 June 2021,  1000am (Zim 
time)  

 



 
Symposium 2: Determinants of SGBV/HP and Community Perceptions 
 

Objectives and scope (100 words)  

The objectives of this Symposium are to deliberate on the social, religious, cultural, political and 
economic determinants of SGBV/HP and community perceptions of SRHRs. The Symposium will unpack 
how socio-cultural, socio-economic, socio-political and religious structures give effect to physical, 
sexual, emotional, economic, and psychological violence based on gender. It is important to deliberate 
on how these structures inform community responses to SRHRs throughout the life cycle. The 
enactment of femininities and masculinities in the context of specific gender orders/structures and 
their relationship with SGBV/HP will receive attention. 
…. 
 

Symposium 2 will address issues relating to the following: (50-70 words) 
• Gender and sex as key categories of identity 
• Determinants of SGBV/HP at all levels (individual, family, community) 
• Cultural, political, religious, economic structures and the making of SGBV/HP 
• Perpetrators, victims and survivors of various forms of SGBV/HP 
• Femininities, masculinities and the production of SGBV/HP 
• Consequences of SGBV/HP and effect on SRH throughout the lifecycle   
• Dynamics of Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) and why people do not leave a violent partner  
• Community responses SGBV/HP 
• Community perceptions and responses to SRHRs through the life cycle 
• Socio-cultural, socio-political, socio-economic and religious bases for SRHRs 
 

 

Symposium 3: SGBV/HP and SRHR online 
 

Objectives and scope (100 words)  

The increasing reach of the internet, the rapid spread of mobile information, and the widespread use 
of social media, has led to the emergence of sexual gender based cyber violence as a growing global 
problem with potentially significant economic and societal consequences. The objectives of this 
Symposium are to deliberate on the digitization of SGBV and how cyberspace may be used to promote 
SRHRs. 
 
 
 

Symposium 1 will address issues relating to the following: (50-70 words) 

• Interpretation of technology-facilitated SGBV  

• Identification and analysis of risk factors and risk assessment procedures, to prevent harm and 
re-victimisation 

• Assessment of the severity of harm experienced by victims of forms of cyber SGBV/HP 

• Strategies of response to SGBV 

• The use of digital platforms in promoting SRHRs 

•  



 

 
Symposium 4: The legal and policy framework on SGBV/HP and SRHR: Challenges and opportunities 
 

Objectives and scope (100 words)  

All forms of violence against women and girls and harmful practices remain pervasive human 
rights violations. These violations are in contravention of the gender equality and women’s 
rights provisions enshrined in various domestic, regional and global human rights instruments 
ratified and endorsed by many countries. The objectives of this Symposium are to deliberate on the 
incorporation of international commitments into domestic laws and policies and the efficacy of the 
national legal and policy frameworks on SGBV/HP and SRHR 
 
 
 

Symposium 4 will address issues relating to the following: (50-70 words) 

• Legal and policy responses to SGBV/HP and SRHRs 

• Judicial approaches to SGBV/HP and interpretation of SRHRlegal gaps in the 
implementation of laws on  

• SGBV/HP 

• Inter-country policing of SGBV-HP 

• Comparative practices in police and justice responses to SGBV/HP   
 

 
Symposium 5: Implementation and Institutional framework for the eradication of SGBV/HP and 
promotion of SRHRs. 
 

Objectives and scope (100 words)  

The objectives of this Symposium are to deliberate on evidence-based implementation and 
institutional framework for the eradication of SGBV/HP and promotion of SRHRs. The symposium will 
examine the implementation provisions in subnational, national and international standards including 
SDGs relevant to the symposium theme. The symposium seeks to understand and use the indicators 
for measurement and assessment of progress towards eradicating SGBV/HP/SRHR in the preparation 
and implementation of national and subnational plans. 

Symposium 1 will address issues relating to the following: (50-70 words) 

• Mainstreaming of responses to SGBV/HP/SRHR. 
• SGBV/HP/SRHR and the preparation and implementation of national level policy instruments. 
• Budgeting 
• Monitoring and evaluation 
• Institutional hindrances and opportunities 

 

 



Roundtable 
 
In line with international law, governments have made some effort in putting in place various interventions 

through policy, law and programmes to address SGBV/HP and SRHRs. There will therefore be a Roundtable 

discussion between government and non-state actors to engage on the latest interventions in addressing 

SGBV/HP and SRHRs. It is hoped, that by so doing, government departments will have an opportunity to 

connect with and empower relevant stake holders that work to serve a common purpose with government 

in addressing these issues. Through the participation of researchers/academics, civil society from the floor, 

it is hoped that participating government departments, will also gain insights on the current situation on 

the ground.  It is hoped that by the end of the round table discussions, there will be clarity on the current 

areas of progress by government, the gaps and challenges, and recommendations for action which 

strengthen and advance effective partnership initiatives between government and service providers and 

other relevant stakeholders. 

 
Symposia Structure 

There will be keynote addresses, plenary sessions where experts in SGBV/HP and SRHRs will address the 
participants; Symposia paper presentations and posters presentations will be presented on the Symposia 
website (selected through the abstract reviewing process).   
 

There will be a total of 2 speakers at the opening Symposium; 1 plenary presentation per symposium; 4  
papers per symposium.  There will also be 10 poster presentations derived from the selected submissions 
and round table session. 
 

Registration and Abstract Submission Procedures 

The Series of Symposia will use an online registration and abstract submission system. Registration and 

abstract submission forms and instructions for submission may be found at the following link: 

_____________________________ 

An applicant may submit a maximum of one abstract. If the abstract submission is successful, applicants 

will get an email containing confirmation and an abstract ID from the conference content committee. 

Abstracts 

The submitted abstract should consist of 800 – 1000 words including key words.  The abstract must contain, 

at least the following: 

(i) Research objective(s),  
(ii) Literature review 
(iii) Methodology 
(iv) Findings and analysis 

 
The author’s brief biography should not be longer than 100 words. 

Submit your abstract to________________________________________________ 



 

Posters 

Those preferring to submit a poster text should be of maximum 350 words, containing the research 

background, methodology and main findings. The authors must submit 5 photos, including captions, 

illustrating the content of the poster.  It must be submitted on a maximum of 2 pages in PDF. 

 

Selected Papers for Conference Presentation  

The decision made by the selection committee is indisputable.  Each paper must be based on sound analysis 

of empirical evidence/research findings and include policy recommendations.   

Selection criteria 

• Completeness of the abstract: Suitability of content with the selected theme;’ understanding of 

the issues, Accuracy of the theory of the study, Completeness, Policy recommendations and 

Sharpness of analysis; 

• Appropriateness of research methodology: use of reliable quantitative and/qualitative data, 

analytical strength/depth 

• Contribution to the policy making process: recommendation for executive and legislative 

branches, possibly of having policy impact, workability of policy recommendations, applicability 

of evidence based advocacy and contribution to more evidence based policy 

• Writing system: Comprehensiveness and completeness of reference 

 

Important Deadlines 

• Registration opens 29 March 2021 

• Registration Closes 5  March 2021 

• Abstract Submission opens 29 March 2021 

• Abstract Submissions closes: 12 April 2021 

• Announcement of Selected abstracts: 14 April 2021 

• Submission of Full Papers for Publications: 5 June 2021 
 
 
For more information about the SGBV/HP Symposia Series please contact:  

Ms E. Sibanda: crrcadmin@africau.edu 
Programme Assistant: progassist@africau.edu  

 
For information about abstract submission, please contact: 

Dr. P.L. Mangezvo crrcpublications@africau.edu 
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